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Preface

Besides my love for the Lord, my wife and my son I have three  
great passions in my life.  I love history. I especially want to know:  
what was it really like back then! What was life really like back before  
Noah, in the time of  Moses, in the time of  Jesus and the early church.  
The more I have read and researched, the more I am convinced that  
the common conception of  these times is little like the way it really  
was.

I love to consider what is coming as well. What does the Lord  
have planned for us? How will the next few years really work out? Are  
we coming into the End Times, and if  so, what does the Lord want to  
do in this time? What does Biblical prophecy really say as well as what  
is the Lord saying to His church today?

I love the people of  God too. I have had a growing conviction  
that Israel is far more important to the church than we have generally  
recognized.  I  have  found  much  to  respect  and  admire  in  Jewish  
culture. I have discovered that the essential character that the Lord  
originally  set  into the language and culture of  the Hebrews is  still  
present to some degree and that it is something that the church needs  
to learn from them. It is not that there isn’t just as much corruption  
and evil among the Jews and in Israel as in any other culture. There is.  
But I have found much for the believer in Jesus Christ to learn from  
them.  Israel  and  the  original  God-given  Hebrew  character  of  the  
nation and its language have become passions in my life. Recently I  
would have to say that the Lord has been renewing my passion for the  
church as well, as I have begun to see what these insights into Israel  
should mean for us, the church. 

If  you start talking with me about any of  these three topics you  
are almost guaranteed to get a passionate response. Usually I am a  
rather reserved and quiet person, but if  I get started talking about one  
of  these topics, watch out! I can get very animated! 

A few years ago I was doing a lot of  reading of  history as well as  
trying  to  learn  Hebrew  through  a  correspondence  course  from  a  
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10 Responding to the Shofar's Call

wonderful  Messianic Jewish Israeli  who stressed the importance  of  
learning the Hebraic mindset of  the language and scriptures. At some  
point in this time period I was meditating about the apparent riddle  
that Jesus posed when He said that He had not come to destroy the  
Law but fulfill it, that not the slightest mark or letter would pass from  
the Law. And yet at the same time it is clear that something changed,  
or there would have been no need for a new covenant. I had come to  
recognize the great good in the Torah, in the lifestyle that God had  
given Israel, and what a preserving effect it had had in Israel’s history.  
How is it that Jesus could say that this good and God-given Law won’t  
disappear, yet Paul seems to indicate that a new way of  life has come?

When the  answer  came it  surprised  me.  There  is  a  very  good  
explanation for this change, and the answer has to do with the Lord’s  
passions, not ours! The changes that Jesus brought about were truly  
the fulfillment of  the Torah and they were intended to release Israel  
and every one else who believes into an even more fulfilling life in  
God. 

As  the  picture  unfolded  I  found  that  all  three  of  my  great  
passions are involved. The true history of  Israel and the church need  
to be re-discovered as well as the Lord’s intentions for both. And the  
reason they need to be rediscovered is because that which the Lord  
intends to do in this, the End Times, is to restore both back to their  
original  purpose.  And  when  that  happens,  His  passion  will  be  
satisfied!  His  purpose  in  the  coming  years  is  far  more  about  
restoration than about judgment!  

This  book is  an attempt to communicate those  answers  that  I  
believe the Lord gave me at that time. It may teach some things a little  
differently  than  you  have  heard  it  in  the  past—or it  may  confirm  
things that you have always somehow known in your heart but never  
heard in quite this way before. 

Our  culture  (whether  European,  American,  African  or  Asian)  
affects the way we see Jesus. Our history as a church over the past two  
thousand years has also colored our perception of  the Bible in ways  
we may not have considered. Let’s try now to take a step back from  
our tradition and traditional view of  things and take a fresh new look  
at what the Lord really intended to give us—both in the first covenant  



Preface 11

and in the new.
Jesus Himself  really isn’t one of  us (at least those of  us who are  

Gentile). Jesus was a very Jewish man of  first century Israel. To help  
us keep that in view, one step that we are going to take from this point  
forward, is to refer to Jesus throughout the rest of  this book using the  
pronunciation that His mother used. We will refer to Him as Yeshua
—just to keep reminding ourselves that, well, He really didn’t come  
from our culture. 

This book is about regaining a Kingdom of  God culture. This  
book will make you think. Please do. At the same time, I have done  
my best to make it an enjoyable reading experience—though perhaps  
not a light reading experience. My prayer for you as you read is:

 “that the God of  our Lord Jesus Christ, the Father of  glory, may give you a  
spirit of  wisdom and of  revelation in the knowledge of  him”





Introduction 

Blow the trumpet in Zion, and sound an alarm in 
My holy mountain! Let all the inhabitants of the land  

tremble; for the Day of the Lord is coming, for it is at hand.
Joel 2:1

For if the trumpet makes an uncertain sound, 
who will prepare for battle?

1 Corinthians 14:8

Have your ears picked up the sound yet? Has your heart begun  
stirring with desire for the Lord as the thrumming of  the powerful  
shofar  blasts  sweeps  over  your  spirit?  Have  you  found  yourself  
longing to return to the simplicity of  faith and clarity of  mind that  
you read about in the book of  Acts?

There is a shofar,1 a trumpet, which is being blown in the Spirit in  
these days. It is the shofar of  the month of  Elul, the ancient month  
of  repentance leading up to the three Fall Feasts of  the Lord which  
prophetically picture the End Times. There is a season of  repentance  
and returning that we have now entered into, not just repentance from  
sin, but also of  returning to the simplicity of  knowing the Lord in the  
way that He originally revealed Himself  to us. We need to submit to  
this process of  restoration, because it will prepare us for our task in  
the last days.

1 The shofar is a trumpet made of a ram’s or antelope’s horn, used in the days of  
the kingdom of Israel to call the people to repent, to assemble, to war or to the  
feasts.

13



14 Responding to the Shofar's Call

Through Moses the Lord gave us annual days to remember His  
supernatural deliverances and to prepare for coming days of  destiny.  
The first three feasts prefigured the coming of  Yeshua as the sinless,  
sacrificial  Lamb who  rises  again  to  save  the  world  from sin.  The  
fourth brought the Holy Spirit into play as the Lawgiver living in the  
heart. The last three prophetically bring in the Day of  the Lord, the  
day of  apocalyptic change and the coming of  Yeshua as King. These  
feasts  are  introduced  by  a  full  month  of  repentance  during  the  
Hebrew calendar month of  Elul.   During each of  the 30 days, the  
individual is encouraged to examine his life and repent of  his sins in  
preparation for  the  final  Trumpet  call.  This  comes on the Day of  
Trumpets, Yom Teruah. This day begins the final ten “Days of  Awe,”  
as they are sometimes called, in which repentance and intercession is  
to  be  done  for  the  nations,  because  the  tenth  day  is  the  day  of  
Judgment, Yom Kippur. The seventh feast culminates the end-times  
process with a joyful feast which celebrates for 7 days our eternity  
with the Lord, when we will “tabernacle” with the Lord forever.

There  are  other  trumpets  blowing  these  days  too.  They  are  
trumpets which are calling loudly to the church, but whose effect on  
us is more like a siren call than the Lord’s shofars. The sirens were  
Greek half-goddesses which sang enticing songs to lure unwary sailors  
onto the rocks of  their destruction. Their songs had not only beautiful  
melodies, but their words promised unearthly wisdom to those who  
drew near. 

Today’s  siren  songs  are  promising  the  wisdom  of  ecumenical  
unity,  of  the  great  help  that  psychology  can  offer  our  counseling  
ministries,  of  the  speed  with  which  your  church  can  grow if  you  
incorporate wise and proven marketing strategies. They suggest to us  
that we are better off  if  we design new churches for a new world,  
streamlining our Christianity to fit better with a postmodern culture.

Some siren songs appeal to nostalgia. They call on us to return to  
the wisdom of  medieval expressions of  faith and religious experience,  
while calling themselves the prophets of  the emerging church so that  
we  will  feel  avant-garde.  They  promise  peace  through a  return  to  
mystic expressions of  faith, through trance meditation, through the  
lighting of  candles, through monastic traditions that appeal through  



Introduction 15

their simple lifestyle of  poverty and withdrawal from hectic modern  
life.

In comparison, the shofar’s blast sometimes sounds a little brassy,  
not  as appealing.  It  calls  us  to return to the biblical  expression of  
faith,  “the Way” of  the apostles.  It  calls  us  to  return to a  way of  
thought  and  a  culture  of  faith  which,  frankly,  is  foreign  to  most  
Christians today. We need to heed the Lord’s trumpet call however,  
because,  though  it  may  initially  be  a  bit  “kultur-fremd,”  culturally  
strange, it actually sets us free to think and act in ways much closer to  
the Lord’s own. And when we align ourselves with the Lord, we will  
find ourselves released to a depth of  relationship and a way of  life  
which will begin to make inroads into the enemy’s fortresses, instead  
of  only ever suffering attacks upon ours.

Returning to the Lord’s ways always frees us to be what we were  
created to be. When we align ourselves with Him, we can begin to live  
according to His concept of  life, not merely our own. 

Increasingly Christians are recognizing that the church needs to  
build bridges to the world so that we don’t come across as a relic of  
the past or as so strange and different that they can’t relate to us or to  
the Lord we represent. And there is great truth in that statement. Too  
many  Christians  represent  an  old-fashioned  religiosity  which  is  
offensive  to  the world  and should be  offensive to  us  as  well.  Too  
many no longer know how to be a friend to a person who doesn’t  
believe and like the monks of  old they surround themselves only with  
like-minded people. 

The opposite danger is that we become like the world, because  
when we  do,  we  lose  the  power  to  change  the  world.  Instead  we  
become changed by it. Statistics seem to indicate that exactly this is  
what is happening in the western world today. The divorce rate among  
Christians, for example, is not much different than that in the world.  
When we lose the power to change the world,  the only alternative  
remaining to us if  we want to grow and appear dynamic is to remove  
all apparently offensive differences and invite the world to join us. 

What we are involved in is a culture war. The true biblical culture  
of  the believer is Hebraic in nature. Wait! Stop! I am not saying that it  
is Jewish. As we will see, Jewish culture today is not biblical, though in  
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general it has retained the biblical flavor better than many Christian  
cultures. The question is, which culture will we as believers in Yeshua  
represent? Yeshua came preaching the Kingdom of  God. When the  
Kingdom of  God advances, it  changes the culture of  those people  
who embrace it, never the other way around.

There is nothing wrong with demonstrating a biblical culture and  
yet  being  comfortable  and natural  in  our  own nation’s  culture—as  
long as it is our biblical culture which dominates us and as long as the  
national cultural characteristics are not harmful to our faith and walk  
in  the  Lord.  Please  understand,  culture  is  all  about  the  thought  
patterns of  the mind and the values of  the heart, not merely about  
outward  signs  such  as  holidays  and  vocabulary.  A  person  can  be  
thoroughly hebraic without ever yelling, “hallelujah!” and “praise the  
Lord!”  to  impress  all  of  his  friends.  Being  culturally  hebraic  has  
nothing to do with blowing a shofar or wearing a kippah. 

True  hebraic  culture  is  what  Yeshua  demonstrated:  He  was  
perfectly comfortable in His own skin as the holy Son of  God and as  
a  Hebrew  who  was  practical  and  simple.  He  didn’t  theorize  and  
theologize. He didn’t seek after or exalt knowledge. He exalted those  
with a humble heart who lived out what they believed. He was capable  
of  reaching out to and befriending those who were in a sinful state—a  
worldly culture— like the tax collectors and “sinners,” without ever  
becoming like them.

So what is meant then by the term “hebraic”? For the purposes  
of  this book “hebraic” refers to the original orientation and culture of  
Israel, specifically Israel from the time of  Abraham until David. After  
this time Israel increasingly opened herself  to pagan influences and to  
human ideas,  which eventually  resulted in the emergence of  rabbis  
and  rabbinical  authority,  the  Talmud  and  weekly  institutionalized  
meetings. 

The original faith of  Israel was characterized by being very simple  
and relationship oriented. It was not an institution or a ritual. There  
were a few rituals, such as how exactly an animal was to be sacrificed  
in the temple, but that was a very small portion of  their lives. Most  
Israelites only visited the temple or tabernacle on feast days or special  
occasions, or in other words, rarely more than three or four times a  
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year. There were no institutionalized practices for daily life, no weekly  
synagogue  services,  no  religious  leaders  to  obey.  (The  priests  had  
authority over the temple service, not daily life) 

Israelites did not spend time making up theories about the nature  
of  God.  God  was  to  be  sought,  experienced,  known,  loved  and  
obeyed. They did not analyze Him. This arrogant practice was started  
by Plato many years later in Greece. They did not put value on what  
they  believed  about  God,  but  on  how  they  walked  with  God.  
Knowing God and obeying Him while treating each other justly was  
the order of  the day. 

A “hebraic” faith is a simple faith, a faith that seeks and receives  
revelation  of  God  and  which  focuses  on  the  daily  experience  of  
knowing,  loving  and  walking  with  God.  As  we  will  see,  the  New  
Covenant set free a whole new level of  direct relationship with God.  
So in a sense, life in the New Covenant as God designed it to be (not  
necessarily  what we have made it  into)  is  by its  nature even more  
“hebraic” than the Old Covenant experience. The church of  the first  
century was intensely hebraic in its way of  life.

But once upon a time when the church was young, we let a shift  
in our culture take place. We forgot about what Yeshua had taught us.  
We forgot to remain connected to the root which had nourished us,  
the root of  Israel, and we fell in love with the things which the world  
considered “cool.” 

The world at that time considered it cool to have deep discussions  
about  truth.  They considered it  cool  to  know more than the  next  
person.  They  looked  up  to  and  idolized  people  who  had  great  
knowledge and especially  those  who could give  a  good convincing  
speech—whether or not it was right. In fact, it was considered a sign  
of  greatness to argue convincingly for one “truth,” and then to be  
able to turn around and convince the audience of  the opposite!

We  thought  it  was  daring  to  be  able  to  take  the  ideas  and  
vocabulary of  the Greek philosophers and apply it to the life of  faith.  
It  showed  that  we  were  not  really  a  backwards,  stuck-in-the-past  
people like those Jews in Israel. In time we no longer wanted to be  
perceived as a people who listened for the voice and direction of  God  
in order to obey, we wanted to be seen as sophisticated people who  
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were capable of  analyzing and understanding the deep things of  God,  
making up our own theories about what He was really like. In a sense  
you could say that our new-found ability to analyze God gave us a  
greater sense of  power and wisdom—at least in our own minds.

Some errors came in, not just because we wanted to adapt to and  
please Greek culture, but in order to escape the intense anti-Semitic  
persecutions sweeping the Roman world. “If  the world no longer sees  
us as a part of  Jewish/Israeli culture, then maybe they won’t hate us  
so much”—was the thinking.

Through thousands of  small, incremental steps a shift took place  
in our thinking, a shift we are going to call a “Hebrew to Greek” shift.  
This shift took place over a time period that lasted from 55 to 313  
AD. By the time this shift was done, the church of  the apostolic faith  
had  disappeared  and  had  been  replaced  by  something  which  used  
most of  the same words and claimed to believe the same book, the  
Bible, but in its teaching, practice and mindset had become something  
else entirely. 

The shofar’s call has been calling us back since the time of  the  
reformers.  Much  has  changed  over  the  past  600  years  since  the  
reformers put their lives on the line in order to begin digging the true  
church out of  the pit it had fallen in. Unfortunately most of  these  
changes have had to do with theology. Where we attempted to reform  
our practices and thinking the changes for the most part  remained  
only cosmetic. From the outside it seemed as if  we were very different  
and modern, but the changes were only skin deep. 

Now the shofar is changing in tone and urgency. The days are  
short.  Our  need  now is  to  recover  the  practice  and  especially  the  
hebraic, biblical mindset that we once had. What we now desperately  
need is a new “Greek to Hebrew” shift. The church is stalling out just  
as it needs to shift into high gear as the world is falling apart. The end  
time is upon us and it is time for us to step up into our destiny as 
overcomers. But we can’t do it without returning to the way of  life  
and way of  thinking which will enable us to overcome! 

The  true  biblical  faith  is  hebraic  and  Israeli.  Not  just  in  its  
outward trappings but in its very way of  thinking. For the church to  
be able to walk in the power necessary to not only survive the coming  


